
JANUARY BOARD OF CONTROL MINUTES

January 15, 2026

1980 Providence Parkway
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122

Note:  The following plan is used in recording the business transacted by the Board of 
Control.  First name listed is the one who made the motion; second name listed is the one who 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously unless otherwise noted.

Call to Order

 Present: Mark Dunn, Dennis Goodwin, Mark Price, Mike Reed, Stephen Sheaffer, Patrick 
Spangler, Dr. Jon Stencel, Grant Swallows, Bryan True, Scott Vogel, Jody Wright. Ex officio 
members present were Dan Black, President of the Legislative Council; Dirk Ash, representing 
the Tennessee Association of Secondary School Principals; Mike Ellson, representing the 
Tennessee Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association; Bill Marbet, representing the 
Tennessee Athletic Coaches Association; and Dan Schlafer, representing the Tennessee 
School Boards Association. Rick Colbert, representing Thompson Burton, attorney for the 
association, was also present. Present from the state office staff were Mark Reeves, Matthew 
Gillespie, Richard McWhirter, Emily Crowell, Joe Blair, David Uyl, Bradley Lambert, Brenda 
Dwyer, Shonnie Speicher, Heather Carter, Halie Tunks, and Lauren Jones. 

Roll Call

 
Approval of Minutes

 

True - Wright: To approve the Minutes of the November 20, 2025, meeting without reading since 
members had been sent a copy for review.

The members of the Board of Control voted by roll call.

Mark Dunn:   Yes   
Dennis Goodwin:   Yes   
Mark Price:   Yes   
Mike Reed:   Yes   
Stephen Sheaffer:   Yes   
Patrick Spangler:   Yes   
Dr. Jon Stencel:   Yes   
Grant Swallows:   Yes   



Bryan True:   Yes   
Scott Vogel:   Yes   
Jody Wright:   Yes   
Yes: 11, No: 0

Motion Carried.
Financial Reports

 
Financial Report of the 2025 Boys and Girls Golf State Tournaments

No action was required. 
Financial Report of the 2025 Girls Volleyball Tournaments

No action was required. 
Financial Report of the 2025 Girls Soccer Tournaments

No action was required. 
Financial Report of the 2025 Cross Country State Meet

No action was required. 
Financial Report of the 2025 Cheer & Dance Competition

No action was required. 
Financial Report of the 2025 Football Playoffs

No action was required. 
Reports & Updates

 
Recap of NIAAA Conference and Preview of TIAAA Conference

Mike Ellson provided an update to the members of the Board.  Athletic administrators are 
encouraged to pursue certification.  The TIAAA conference will be held in Knoxville on April 10-
13, 2026.  The conference will move to Franklin in 2027.  

December 11, 2025, Legislative Council Meeting

Mark Reeves updated the members of the Board.  The members of the Board requested that 
the Legislative Council clarify when the new rule will go into effect that will allow school 
coaches to coach their own children at times when they are not otherwise permitted to coach 
athletes at their school. 

TSSAA Office Building Update

Mark Reeves updated the Board of Control.  The loan closed on December 18. Erosion control 
and site work has started.  The staff will review rates again at the beginning of February to see 
if it is advantageous to lock in a lower rate. 

Update on Regional Basketball Sites

Schools need to send in Region basketball sites if they have not already been submitted. 
Enrollments for Classification 2027-2029



This item was brought to the Board for discussion.  Enrollments will be gathered in the fall of 
the 2026-27 school year.  The Board needs to determine if the most current year's enrollment 
data will be used or if an average of two years will be used for classification.  This item will be 
placed on the March agenda for a first reading and the June agenda for a second reading and 
action. Board members are encouraged to get feedback from their schools. 

Business Items

 
2026-27 & 2027-28 TSSAA Calendars

The 2026-27 calendar was previously approved.  Mark Reeves discussed changes to the 
Regional Meeting schedule.  Both calendars were updated to allow basketball practice to begin 
three weeks prior to the Hall of Champions games.   

Reed - True: To approve the calendars.

The members of the Board of Control voted by roll call.

Mark Dunn:   Yes   
Dennis Goodwin:   Yes   
Mark Price:   Yes   
Mike Reed:   Yes   
Stephen Sheaffer:   Yes   
Patrick Spangler:   Yes   
Dr. Jon Stencel:   Yes   
Grant Swallows:   Yes   
Bryan True:   Yes   
Scott Vogel:   Yes   
Jody Wright:   Yes   
Yes: 11, No: 0

Motion Carried.
Page High School Requests Change to Golf Classification

 

Wright - Spangler: To table and allow Page to bring information back to the Board about if the 
other schools in the new District would be open to the change.

The members of the Board of Control voted by roll call.

Mark Dunn:   Yes   
Dennis Goodwin:   Yes   
Mark Price:   Yes   



Mike Reed:   Yes   
Stephen Sheaffer:   Yes   
Patrick Spangler:   Yes   
Dr. Jon Stencel:   Abstain   
Grant Swallows:   Yes   
Bryan True:   Yes   
Scott Vogel:   Yes   
Jody Wright:   Yes   
Yes: 10, No: 0, Abstain: 1

Motion Carried.
Football Regulations

The Board asked the staff to communicate to schools that it would be in their interest to decide 
to play an independent schedule for the new classification if they are unsure if they will be able 
to participate fully. 

Wright - Spangler: To approve the proposed changes.

The members of the Board of Control voted by roll call.

Mark Dunn:   Yes   
Dennis Goodwin:   Yes   
Mark Price:   Yes   
Mike Reed:   Yes   
Stephen Sheaffer:   Yes   
Patrick Spangler:   Yes   
Dr. Jon Stencel:   Yes   
Grant Swallows:   Yes   
Bryan True:   Yes   
Scott Vogel:   Yes   
Jody Wright:   Yes   
Yes: 11, No: 0

Motion Carried.
DI Football Playoff Brackets

The Board of Control requested the staff to conduct a survey of all DI football coaches and 
administrators in advance of the new cycle. 

True - Stencel: To continue the current Region alignment for football playoffs for one more 
year.



The members of the Board of Control voted by roll call.

Mark Dunn:   No   
Dennis Goodwin:   No   
Mark Price:   Yes   
Mike Reed:   No   
Stephen Sheaffer:   Yes   
Patrick Spangler:   Yes   
Dr. Jon Stencel:   Yes   
Grant Swallows:   Yes   
Bryan True:   Yes   
Scott Vogel:   Yes   
Jody Wright:   Yes   
Yes: 8, No: 3

Motion Carried.
DII Football Classification

 

Price - Vogel: To table until March and distribute the survey results to the DII schools. The 
decision needs to be made in March.

The members of the Board of Control voted by roll call.

Mark Dunn:   Yes   
Dennis Goodwin:   Yes   
Mark Price:   Yes   
Mike Reed:   Yes   
Stephen Sheaffer:   Yes   
Patrick Spangler:   Yes   
Dr. Jon Stencel:   Yes   
Grant Swallows:   Yes   
Bryan True:   Yes   
Scott Vogel:   Yes   
Jody Wright:   Yes   
Yes: 11, No: 0

Motion Carried.
Officials Fees Recommendation 2026-2029



The Board would like to see the comparison to surrounding states.  The staff can also provide 
an estimated increase per school per sport. 

Wright - True: To approve the recommended fees on the first reading. Second consideration 
will be at the March meeting.

The members of the Board of Control voted by roll call.

Mark Dunn:   Yes   
Dennis Goodwin:   Yes   
Mark Price:   Yes   
Mike Reed:   No   
Stephen Sheaffer:   Yes   
Patrick Spangler:   Yes   
Dr. Jon Stencel:   Yes   
Grant Swallows:   Yes   
Bryan True:   Yes   
Scott Vogel:   Yes   
Jody Wright:   Yes   
Yes: 10, No: 1

Motion Carried.
Request for Lacrosse Co-op Exception

 

Reed - Goodwin: To approve the request conditional on the state office receiving approval 
from the other schools in the Region.

The members of the Board of Control voted by roll call.

Mark Dunn:   Yes   
Dennis Goodwin:   Yes   
Mark Price:   Yes   
Mike Reed:   Yes   
Stephen Sheaffer:   Yes   
Patrick Spangler:   Yes   
Dr. Jon Stencel:   Yes   
Grant Swallows:   Yes   
Bryan True:   Yes   
Scott Vogel:   Yes   



Jody Wright:   Yes   
Yes: 11, No: 0

Motion Carried.
Webb School of Knoxville Proposes an Exception to the Sports Calendar for Boys 

Basketball During the NCAA Live Recruiting Periods

 

Sheaffer - Stencel: To deny.

The members of the Board of Control voted by roll call.

Mark Dunn:   Yes   
Dennis Goodwin:   Yes   
Mark Price:   No   
Mike Reed:   Yes   
Stephen Sheaffer:   Yes   
Patrick Spangler:   Yes   
Dr. Jon Stencel:   Yes   
Grant Swallows:   Yes   
Bryan True:   Yes   
Scott Vogel:   Yes   
Jody Wright:   Abstain (With Conflict)   
Yes: 9, No: 1, Abstain (With Conflict): 1

Motion Carried.
Seeding for TSSAA Division I Basketball Tournament

No action was taken.  The state office can take the 2026 March brackets, apply the RPI, and 
show the Board a hypothetical of what the bracket would have looked like at the June meeting. 
Basketball teams would need to get into the habit of reporting wins and losses to MaxPreps in 
order for the state office to have accurate data.  This item will be placed back on the June 
agenda. 

Hardship Requests

 
Grace Christian Academy, Knoxville, TN

Westwood High School, Memphis, TN

Memphis Business Academy, Memphis, TN

Evangelical Christian School, Cordova, TN

Briarcrest Christian School, Eads, TN (Not Appearing)



.
Briarcrest Christian School, Eads, TN (Not Appearing)

Westwood Middle School, Manchester, TN (Not Appearing)

East Ridge High School, Chattanooga, TN (Not Appearing)

Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

True - Spangler: To adjourn.

The members of the Board of Control voted by roll call.

Mark Dunn:   Yes   
Dennis Goodwin:   Yes   
Mark Price:   Yes   
Mike Reed:   Yes   
Patrick Spangler:   Yes   
Dr. Jon Stencel:   Yes   
Grant Swallows:   Yes   
Bryan True:   Yes   
Scott Vogel:   Yes   
Jody Wright:   Yes   
Yes: 10, No: 0

Motion Carried.

































































December 11, 2025, Legislative Council Meeting 

Approved 

 Proposal to adjust the practice calendar for high school basketball programs to ensure they 
have at least three weeks of practice before Hall of Champions contests. 

 Proposal to allow students who are academically ineligible the first semester to participate 
in athletics once final grades have been posted or when school resumes on or after January 
1, whichever occurs first, provided they met the academic requirements during the first 
semester.  This change became e~ective immediately. 

 Proposal to allow coaches to coach their own children during times when the TSSAA 
Sports Calendar does not permit them to coach students from their own school, provided 
no other students form the coach’s school are involved in the activity. 

 New transfer provision to allow students who transfer due to a school closing to be eligible 
immediately. 

 Change to allow DI schools to host DII schools in approved cooperative programs. 
 Changes to membership deadlines and administrative process. 
 Updated language for Tuition & Financial Aid and addition of fine for schools not in 

compliance with reporting requirements. 
 Addition of ‘consent to treat’ under Physical Examination & Parental Consent. 

Denied 

 Proposal to allow students to transfer schools without loss of varsity eligibility after failing to 
make the team at their previous school. 

 Proposal to increase the number of students who can receive individual instruction from 
their coaches in a given day.  The proposal kept the current numbers assigned to each 
sport but allowed a coach to have multiple sessions in a day, provided they take place in 
separate locations or at di~erent times. 

Tabled 

 Proposal to remove the requirement for classified employees to take the NFHS 
Fundamentals of Coaching and NFHS Sport First Aid courses. 

 Proposed change to expand “athletic coaching links” to practice during the summer with a 
school team.  The state needs to determine a standard that must be met before a student 
can participate with a school during the summer. 

Discussion Items 

 Transfer Rule 
 Scrimmages and Jamborees 



2026-27 and 2027-28 TSSAA Calendar

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026 2027

Dead Period Mon-Sun 52 & 1 Jun 22-Jul 5 Jun 28-Jul 11

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28

August Board of Control Meeting Mon 7 Aug 17 Aug 16

West Regional Meeting 18 or 19 Wed Nov 4 TBD

Middle Regional Meeting 18 or 19 Mon Nov 9 TBD

East Regional Meeting 18 or 19 Tue Nov 10 TBD

November Board of Control Meeting Thu 20 Nov 19 Nov 18

December Legislative Council Meeting Thu 23 Dec 10 Dec 9

January Board of Control Meeting Thu 28 Jan 14 Jan 13

March Board of Control Meeting Wed 35 Mar 3 Mar 1

April Legislative Council Meeting Tue 40 or 41 Apr 13 TBD

June Board of Control Meeting Tue-Thu 49 Jun 8-10 Jun 6-8

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28

Heat Acclimatization (Football) Mon 2 Jul 13 Jul 12

First Practice Date (Football) Mon 3 Jul 20 Jul 19

First Practice Date (All Other Sports) Mon 4 Jul 27 Jul 26

First Contest Date This date for middle school sports is left to the discretion of the schools.

Cross Country Sectionals (must be completed) Sat 12 Sep 26 Sep 25

Cross Country State Championships Sat 13 Oct 3 Oct 2

Volleyball Sectionals (must be completed) Sat 13 Oct 3 Oct 2

Volleyball State Championships Thu-Fri 14 Oct 8-9 Oct 7-8

Girls' Soccer Sectionals (must be completed) Sat 13 Oct 3 Oct 2

Girls' Soccer State Championships Thu-Fri 14 Oct 8-9 Oct 7-8

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28

First Practice Date Mon 2 Jul 13 Jul 12

First Contest Date Mon 4 Jul 27 Jul 26

Districts 1 (Must be completed by) Tue 12 Sep 22 Sep 21

Districts 2 (Must be completed by) Fri 12 Sep 25 Sep 24

Regions 1 (Must be completed by) Mon 13 Sep 28 Sep 27

Regions 2 (Must be completed by) Wed 13 Sep 30 Sep 29

State Championships 1 Mon-Tue 14 Oct 5-6 Oct 4-5

State Championships 2 Thu-Fri 14 Oct 8-9 Oct 7-8

Current Rotation: 1-DI A & DII A 1-DI AA & DII AA

2-DI AA & DII AA 2-DI A & DII A

*The second week of the Dead Period is always the week of July 4th

Blue highlight indicates a deviation from the set NFHS Week due to holidays or regulations

DEAD PERIOD

IMPORTANT MEETINGS

GOLF

MIDDLE SCHOOL FALL SPORTS
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2026-27 and 2027-28 TSSAA Calendar

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28
First Practice Date Mon 4 Jul 27 Jul 26
First Contest Date Mon 7 Aug 17 Aug 16
DI Districts Fri 14 Oct 9 Oct 8
DII Regions Completed Sat 14 Oct 10 Oct 9
DI Regions/DII First Round Tue 15 Oct 13 Oct 12
DI Sectionals Thu 15 Oct 15 Oct 14
DII Quaterfinals Sat 15 Oct 17 Oct 16
State Championships Tue-Fri 16 Oct 20-23 Oct 19-22

DII Rotation: AA, A A, AA

DI Rotation: A, AA, AAA AA, AAA, A

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28
First Practice Date Mon 4 Jul 27 Jul 26
First Contest Date Mon 7 Aug 17 Aug 16
DI Districts Fri 15 Oct 16 Oct 15
DII A Regions Completed/DII AA First 
Round Sat 15 Oct 17 Oct 16
DI Region Semifinals/DII A First Round Tue 16 Oct 20 Oct 19
DI Region Finals Thu 16 Oct 22 Oct 21
DI Sectionals/DII A Quarterfinals/
DII AA Quarterfinals Sat 16 Oct 24 Oct 23
State Championships Tue-Fri 17 Oct 27-30 Oct 26-29

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28
First Practice Date Mon 4 Jul 27 Jul 26
First Contest Date Mon 7 Aug 17 Aug 16
DI & DII A Regions Sat 17 Oct 31 Oct 30
State Championships Thu-Fri 18 Nov 5-6 Nov 4-5

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28
Heat Acclimatization Mon 3 Jul 20 Jul 19
First Practice Date Mon 4 Jul 27 Jul 26
First Contest Date (formerly Week 0) Mon 7 Aug 17 Aug 16
DI/DII First Round Fri 18 Nov 6 Nov 5
DI Second Round/DII Quarterfinals Fri 19 Nov 13 Nov 12
DI Quarterfinals/DII Semifinals Fri 20 Nov 20 Nov 19
DI Semifinals Fri 21 Nov 27 Nov 26

State Championships Thu-Sat 22 Dec 3-5 Dec 2-4

VOLLEYBALL

GIRLS' SOCCER

CROSS COUNTRY

FOOTBALL
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2026-27 and 2027-28 TSSAA Calendar

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28

First Practice Date Mon 13 Sep 28 Sep 27

First Contest Date This date for middle school sports is left to the discretion of the schools.

Wrestling Sectionals (must be completed) Sat 23 Dec 12 Dec 11

Wrestling State Championships Fri 24 Dec 18 Dec 17

Basketball Sectionals (must be completed) Sat 31 Feb 6 Feb 5

Basketball State Championships Fri-Sat 32 Feb 12-13 Feb 11-12

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28
First Practice Date Mon 9 Aug 31 Aug 30
First Contest Date Mon 13 Sep 28 Sep 27
Individual Qualifying Tournaments 
(Must be completed by) Mon 23 Dec 7 Dec 6
Districts Fri 24 Dec 18 Dec 17
Regions Wed 28 Jan 13 Jan 12
Girls' Sectionals Fri 28 Jan 15 Jan 14
Boys' Sectionals Sat 28 Jan 16 Jan 15

State Championships Wed-Fri 29 Jan 20-22 Jan 19-21

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28
First Practice Date Mon 17 Oct 26 Oct 25
First Contest Date Mon 20 Nov 16 Nov 15
Dual Regions (all divisions) Fri 29 Jan 22 Jan 21
Dual Sectionals (Girls' & DI) Sat 29 Jan 23 Jan 22
Dual State Championships (all divisions) Sat 30 Jan 30 Jan 29
Individual Regions (Girls', DI & DII) Sat 31 Feb 6 Feb 5
Individual Girls' & DI Sectionals Sat 32 Feb 13 Feb 12
DII Individual State Championships Fri-Sat 32 Feb 12-13 Feb 11-12
DI Individual State Championships Fri-Sat 33 Feb 19-20 Feb 18-19

WRESTLING

BOWLING

MIDDLE SCHOOL WINTER SPORTS
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2026-27 and 2027-28 TSSAA Calendar

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28
First Practice Date Mon 17 Oct 26 Oct 25
Hall of Champions Games Mon-Sat 20 Nov 16-21 Nov 15-20
First Contest Date Mon 21 Nov 23 Nov 22
DII A Region Completed Sat 33 Feb 20 Feb 19
DII Girls' First Round Tue 34 Feb 23 Feb 22
DI Districts/DII Boys' First Round Wed 34 Feb 24 Feb 23
DI Girls' Region Quarterfinals/DII A Girls' 
Quarterfinals/DII AA Girls' Quarterfinals Fri 34 Feb 26 Feb 25
DI Boys' Region Quarterfinals/DII A Boys' 
Quarterfinals/DII AA Boys' Quarterfinals Sat 34 Feb 27 Feb 26
DI Girls' Region Semifinals Mon 35 Mar 1 Feb 28
DI Boys' Region Semifinals Tue 35 Mar 2 Feb 29
DI Girls' Region Finals Wed 35 Mar 3 Mar 1
DI Boys' Region Finals Thu 35 Mar 4 Mar 2
DII State Championships Thu-Sat 35 Mar 4-6 Mar 2-4
DI Girls' Sectionals Sat 35 Mar 6 Mar 4
DI Boys' Sectionals Mon 36 Mar 8 Mar 6
Girls' State Championships Wed-Sat 36 Mar 10-13 Mar 8-11
Boys' State Championships Wed-Sat 37 Mar 17-20 Mar 15-18

DII Rotation: A, AA AA, A
DI Rotation: 3A, 4A, 1A, 2A 4A, 1A, 2A, 3A

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28
First Practice Date Mon 31 Feb 1 Jan 31
First Contest Date This date for TMSAA sports is left to the discretion of the schools.
Baseball, Softball, and Track & Field 
Sectionals (must be completed) Sat 45 May 15 May 13
Baseball State Championships Tue-Wed 46 May 18-19 May 16-17
Softball State Championships Tue-Wed 46 May 18-19 May 16-17
Soccer State Championships Wed-Thu 46 May 19-20 May 17-18
Track & Field State Championships Mon 47 May 24 May 22

BASKETBALL

MIDDLE SCHOOL SPRING SPORTS

*When Week 47 is the same week as Memorial Day, all weeks shift: State Championship is Week 45 (46 for Track); First Practice Week 30
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2026-27 and 2027-28 TSSAA Calendar

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28
First Practice Date Mon 32 Feb 8 Feb 7
First Contest Date Mon 35 Mar 1 Feb 28
DI Districts Wed 44 May 5 May 3
DI Girls' Team Finals Thu 44 May 6 May 4
DI Boys' Team Finals/DII AA Girls' Team 
First Round Fri 44 May 7 May 5
DII AA Boys' Team First Round, DII A 
Regions (must be completed) Sat 44 May 8 May 6
DI Region Singles & Doubles Mon-Tue 45 May 10-11 May 8-9
DII A Girls' Team First Round Tue 45 May 11 May 9
DII A Boys' Team First Round Wed 45 May 12 May 10
DI Girls' Team Sectionals Thu 45 May 13 May 11
DI Boys' Team Sectionals/DII A Girls'
Team Quarterfinals/DII AA Girls' Team
Quarterfinals Fri 45 May 14 May 12
DII A Boys' Team Quarterfinals/DII AA 
Boys' Team Quarterfinals Sat 45 May 15 May 13
State Championships Tue-Fri 46 May 18-21 May 16-19

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28
First Practice Date Mon 32 Feb 8 Feb 7
First Contest Date Mon 35 Mar 1 Feb 28
Region Tournaments (MBC By) Sat 45 May 15 May 13
State Championships Thu-Fri 46 May 20-21 May 18-19
*When Week 47 is the same week as Memorial Day, all weeks shift: State Championship is Week 45; First Practice Week 31; First Contest Week 34

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28
First Practice Date Mon 32 Feb 8 Feb 7
First Contest Date Mon 35 Mar 1 Feb 28
DI & DII Playoff Seeds (MBD By) Thu 44 May 6 May 4
DI & DII State Quarterfinals (MBC By) Sat 44 May 8 May 6
DI & DII State Semifinals Sat 45 May 15 May 13
DI & DII  State Championships Fri-Sat 46 May 21-22 May 19-20
*When Week 47 is the same week as Memorial Day, all weeks shift: State Championship is Week 45; First Practice Week 31; First Contest Week 34

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28
First Practice Date Mon 33 Feb 15 Feb 14
First Contest Date Mon 36 Mar 8 Mar 9
DI Districts Tue 45 May 11 May 9
DII A Regions Wed 45 May 12 May 10
DII AA First Round Series; 
DI Region Tournament Fri-Sat 45 May 14-15 May 12-13
DII A First Round Game Sat 45 May 15 May 13
DI Sectional Series; 
DII A Quarterfinal Series Wed-Sat 46 May 19-22 May 17-20
DII AA Quarterfinal Series Fri-Sat 46 May 21-22 May 19-20
State Championships Tue-Fri 47 May 25-28 May 23-26
*When Week 47 is the same week as Memorial Day, all weeks shift: State Championship is Week 46; First Practice Week 32; First Contest Week 35

BASEBALL

LACROSSE

GIRLS' FLAG FOOTBALL

*When Week 47 is the same week as Memorial Day, all weeks shift: State Championship is Week 46; First Practice Week 32; First Contest Week 35

TENNIS
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2026-27 and 2027-28 TSSAA Calendar

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28
First Practice Date Mon 33 Feb 15 Feb 14
First Contest Date Mon 36 Mar 8 Mar 9
DII A Regions Wed 45 May 12 May 10
DI Districts Fri 45 May 14 May 12
DII AA First Round Series Fri-Sat 45 May 14-15 May 12-13
DII A First Round Game Sat 45 May 15 May 13
DI Region Semifinals Mon 46 May 17 May 15
DI Region Finals Wed 46 May 19 May 17
DII A Quarterfinal Series Wed-Sat 46 May 19-22 May 17-20
DII AA Quarterfinal Series Fri-Sat 46 May 21-22 May 19-20
DI Sectionals Fri 46 May 21 May 19
State Championships Tue-Fri 47 May 25-28 May 23-26

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28
First Practice Date Mon 33 Feb 15 Feb 14
First Contest Date Mon 36 Mar 8 Mar 9
DI Districts Fri 45 May 14 May 12
DII AA First Round, 
DII A Regions (must be completed) Sat 45 May 15 May 13
DI Region Semifinals, DII A First Round Tue 46 May 18 May 16
DI Region Finals Thu 46 May 20 May 18
DI Sectionals/DII A Quarterfinals/DII AA
Quarterfinals Sat 46 May 22 May 20
State Championships Tue-Fri 47 May 25-28 May 23-26

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28
First Practice Date Mon 33 Feb 15 Feb 14
First Contest Date Mon 36 Mar 8 Mar 9
DI Sectionals/DII Regions Wed 46 May 19 May 17
Pentathlon & Decathlon State 
Championships Wed-Fri 46 May 19-21 May 17-19
State Championships Tue-Thu 47 May 25-27 May 23-25

Day of Week NFHS Week 2026-27 2027-28

Unified Flag Football First Practice Date Mon 4 Jul 27 Jul 26

Unified Flag Football First Contest Date Mon 8 Aug 24 Aug 23

Unified Flag Football State Championships Sat 15 Oct 17 Oct 16

Unified Bowling First Practice Date Mon 9 Aug 31 Aug 30

Unified Bowling First Contest Date Mon 19 Nov 9 Nov 8

Unified Bowling State Championships Wed & Fri 29 Jan 20 & 22 Jan 19 & 21

Unified Track & Field First Practice Date Mon 33 Feb 15 Feb 14

Unified Track & Field First Contest Date Mon 39 Mar 29 Mar 27

Unified Track & Field State Championships Thu 47 May 27 May 25

SOFTBALL

UNIFIED SPORTS

*When Week 47 is the same week as Memorial Day, all weeks shift: State Championship is Week 46; First Practice Week 32; First Contest Week 35

TRACK & FIELD

*When Week 47 is the same week as Memorial Day, all weeks shift: State Championship is Week 46; First Practice Week 32; First Contest Week 35

*When Week 47 is the same week as Memorial Day, all weeks shift: State Championship is Week 46; First Practice Week 32; First Contest Week 35

BOYS' SOCCER

*When Week 47 is the same week as Memorial Day, all weeks shift: State Championship is Week 46; First Practice Week 32; First Contest Week 35
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Division II Football Classification 2025-2029 
 

●​ There will be a minimum of 12 schools in Class AAA.  The remaining schools will be split evenly, 
by enrollment, between Class AA and Class A. 

 
●​ When enrollments are gathered, each Division II football-playing school will be asked to declare 

to compete in Class AAA for the upcoming classification cycle. 
 

●​ If 12 or more schools declare for Class AAA, they will all be placed in Class AAA.  
 

●​ If fewer than 12 schools declare to participate in Class AAA, a Success Rating Formula will be 
used to select the number of schools necessary to meet the 12-school minimum.   The highest 
rated schools that did not previously declare to be in Class AAA will be placed in Class AAA until 
the 12-team minimum is met. 

 
●​ The Success Rating Formula will utilize data from the two most recently completed football 

seasons as of the date enrollments are gathered for the classification cycle.  The formula shall be 
implemented as follows: 

○​ Enrollment (80%) Grade 9-12 co-ed normalized enrollment 
○​ Postseason wins (10%) - Number of wins beginning Week 12 of each season 
○​ Region Win Percentage (5%) - Percentage of games won of those used to determine 

region standings 
○​ Region Scoring Margin (5%) - Cumulative scoring margin in the games used to 

determine region standings 
 

●​ Region Crossover Games 
○​ Each school in Class AAA will play one Class AAA opponent not in their region.  These 

games will be home-and-home series with two year contracts. 
 

●​ Class Crossover Games 
○​ If Class AAA has fewer than 14 schools, Class AAA schools will be paired with the 

largest schools in Class AA for an additional mandated game for each school. The 
largest Class AA school will be paired with the highest-rated Class AAA school, and so on 
down the list by enrollment, unless the matchup results in an East-West pairing. In these 
cases, the state office must make adjustments to the pairings so that all matchups are 
first geographically sound.  These games will be home-and home series with two-year 
contracts.  If schools mutually agree to not play, then the contest will be considered a “no 
contest.”  

 
●​ Class A schools will have the option to move to Class AA. 
●​ Class A and Class AA will be divided into three regions (East, Middle, West) 
●​ Class AAA will be divided into two regions (East, West) 

 
 



Additional Comments

Please consider a 3rd Division in the Private School classification for Basketball & Volleyball as well. 
Our district now has more than 13 members, making team success and non-conference play nearly 
impossible. 
As well as Jared Curtis’s teams would have succeeded at a higher level, the teams there following him 
likely would not. Think best at the smaller level classes especially to stick with enrollment-based 
classes. So if all or none, it should be none. 
In review of the attached proposals, Webb would strongly support option #1. This is an important 
piece of legislation for both the future sustainability of our football program and morale of school 
community, of which I am grateful for your consideration of our preference. If we can be of any further 
assistance in this discussion, please let us know. Thank you.
We think Option 4 
Goal would be to have Class AAA have 14 Teams (Based on the top 14 enrollments)
Success formula has to much flow to to the school that have a smaller or limited enrollment. That is 
why option 4 makes the most sense, based on just enrollment. 
The disparity between most AA and AAA is enormous. This is particularly true with regard to 
resources available in financial aid, facilities, staff availability and responsibility, and admission 
priority. It really is bigger than enrollment in the Division 2 level. 
MTCS is in favor of Option 4 first. Our second choice would be Option 3. We feel strongly that neither 
Option 1 or Option 2 are good for our student athletes.

I believe there is meaningful value in incorporating a success quotient, as on-field performance is 
often the most accurate indicator of a program’s competitive level. With that in mind, I would 
respectfully support the success formula carrying a greater weight than the current 20%.

While enrollment provides helpful context, it does not always reflect the level of emphasis, support, or 
resources a school commits to football or any other athletic program. Additionally, as student mobility 
and transfers continue to increase, overall enrollment becomes a less reliable measure of competitive 
capacity. A program’s competitive reality is more closely related to the number of football-focused 
student-athletes within the school—something that can only be measured objectively through 
consistent on-field performance.

We respectfully ask that AAA be comprised of more than 12 teams, primarily because of scheduling 
difficulties. 
Our second vote would be for Option 2 which would also equalize the size of the divisions. It would 
simplify everything if classification was consistent in both divisions and all sports. Limiting the 
number of teams in AAA makes building a 10 game football schedule extremely difficult and very 
expensive. The D2 football committee that Mark formed several years ago had a solution to this by 
having schools in AA play up a game or two, but that did not happen...even though it was agreed 
upon... and we are back to having to find four games. We are open to any ideas that will help us build 
a schedule. I am fully aware of how challenging this is for the BoC and appreciate the effort. Kenny 
Sholl

Seems like this is the most fair based on enrollment but also including success formula in A and AA. I 
like option 2 as well but that would probably put a couple of teams in AAA that would not be able to 
compete. Has there been any talk of success formula for other sports like basketball etc.?

We are opposed to any for of a "success formula".
Option 2 on email is different than Option 2 Option 2 on this form. We want Option 2 if stated how 
email body stated.  
Equal Split by Success Formula: All schools are ranked by success and divided into three equal tiers 
(Top 1/3 in AAA, Middle 1/3 in AA, Bottom 1/3 in A).

We would like to see if there is a way to take into consideration enrollment by the gender of the sport 
not overall of the school.



Current Classification Which Option would you prefer? 
A Option 1: Minimum Class AAA with Success Formula
A Option 1: Minimum Class AAA with Success Formula
A Option 2: Equal Division by Enrollment and Success Formula
A Option 2: Equal Division by Enrollment and Success Formula
A Option 3: Minimum Class AAA and Enrollment-Only Division (Eliminating Success Formula)
A Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
A Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
A Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
A Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
A Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
A Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
A Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
A Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
A Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
AA Option 1: Minimum Class AAA with Success Formula
AA Option 1: Minimum Class AAA with Success Formula
AA Option 1: Minimum Class AAA with Success Formula
AA Option 1: Minimum Class AAA with Success Formula
AA Option 1: Minimum Class AAA with Success Formula
AA Option 2: Equal Division by Enrollment and Success Formula
AA Option 2: Equal Division by Enrollment and Success Formula
AA Option 2: Equal Division by Enrollment and Success Formula
AA Option 2: Equal Division by Enrollment and Success Formula
AA Option 3: Minimum Class AAA and Enrollment-Only Division (Eliminating Success Formula)
AA Option 3: Minimum Class AAA and Enrollment-Only Division (Eliminating Success Formula)
AA Option 3: Minimum Class AAA and Enrollment-Only Division (Eliminating Success Formula)
AA Option 3: Minimum Class AAA and Enrollment-Only Division (Eliminating Success Formula)
AA Option 3: Minimum Class AAA and Enrollment-Only Division (Eliminating Success Formula)
AA Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
AA Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
AA Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
AA Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
AAA Option 2: Equal Division by Enrollment and Success Formula
AAA Option 2: Equal Division by Enrollment and Success Formula
AAA Option 2: Equal Division by Enrollment and Success Formula
AAA Option 3: Minimum Class AAA and Enrollment-Only Division (Eliminating Success Formula)
AAA Option 3: Minimum Class AAA and Enrollment-Only Division (Eliminating Success Formula)
AAA Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
AAA Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
AAA Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
AAA Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
AAA Option 4: Equal Division by Enrollment Only (Eliminating Success Formula)
Not Currently Classified Option 1: Minimum Class AAA with Success Formula
Not Currently Classified Option 3: Minimum Class AAA and Enrollment-Only Division (Eliminating Success Formula)













Lauren Jones <ljones@tssaa.org>

Fwd: NCAA Recruiting Window
1 message

Mark Reeves <mreeves@tssaa.org> Fri, Nov 21, 2025 at 9:55 AM
To: Lauren Jones <ljones@tssaa.org>

Arkansas and Kentucky request

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Mark Reeves <mreeves@tssaa.org>
Date: Fri, Nov 21, 2025 at 9:53 AM
Subject: Fwd: NCAA Recruiting Window
To: Julian Tackett <jtackett@khsaa.org>, Lance Taylor <lance@ahsaa.org>

Julian and Lance,

I hope you guys are doing great....I have asked for feedback from other Section 3 states, but I wanted to get yours as
well.

It appears the NCAA mens basketball college recruiting window for this year is scheduled to fall within the first week of
TSSAA's two-week state-mandated Summer Dead Period. This will prevent our state from hosting an NFHS Scholastic
Event for boys during this time.

We have had a member school, along with our state basketball coaches association, submit a formal proposal to our
Board requesting an exception to our Summer Dead Period so that our state can host an NFHS Scholastic Event during
this window.  I don't recall this being a conflict for us in the past. Our board has charged me to find out whether other
states in the area are in the same situation and, if so, what, if any, exceptions you will make.

My key question for you guys is this:

Has your state association had to deal with this specific conflict, and if so, have you issued any exceptions
or waivers to your Summer Dead Period rules to allow for participation in the NFHS Scholastic Event (or
similar events) when they align with the NCAA recruiting window?

Any insights from your state would be greatly appreciated.

Hope everyone has a great Thanksgiving!
--

mailto:mreeves@tssaa.org
mailto:jtackett@khsaa.org
mailto:lance@ahsaa.org


--

--



Lauren Jones <ljones@tssaa.org>

Fwd: NCAA Recruiting Window
1 message

Mark Reeves <mreeves@tssaa.org> Fri, Nov 21, 2025 at 9:54 AM
To: Lauren Jones <ljones@tssaa.org>

Can you add this to the January agenda as a supplement?  I'll send another one momentarily.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Mark Reeves <mreeves@tssaa.org>
Date: Fri, Nov 21, 2025 at 9:51 AM
Subject: NCAA Recruiting Window
To: Jerome Singleton <jsingle@schsl.org>, Heath Harmon <hharmon@ahsaa.com>, Craig Damon
<cdamon@fhsaa.org>, que@nchsaa.org <que@nchsaa.org>, Tim Scott <tim.scott@ghsa.net>, Eddie Bonine
<ebonine@lhsaa.org>, Rickey Neaves <rneaves@misshsaa.com>

Good morning!

Forgive me if we have already discussed this, but it appears the NCAA mens basketball college recruiting window for this
year is scheduled to fall within the first week of TSSAA's two-week state-mandated Summer Dead Period. This will
prevent our state from hosting an NFHS Scholastic Event for boys during this time.

We have had a member school, along with our state basketball coaches association, submit a formal proposal to our
Board requesting an exception to our Summer Dead Period so that our state can host an NFHS Scholastic Event during
this window.  I don't recall this being a conflict for us in the past. Our board has charged me to find out whether other
states in the area are in the same situation and, if so, what, if any, exceptions you will make.

My key question for your associations is:

Has your state association had to deal with this specific conflict, and if so, have you issued any exceptions
or waivers to your Summer Dead Period rules to allow for participation in the NFHS Scholastic Event (or
similar events) when they align with the NCAA recruiting window?

Any insights from your state would be greatly appreciated.

If it would be easier just to add this to the agenda on our December 4th call, we can do that as well.

Hope everyone has a great Thanksgiving!
--

mailto:mreeves@tssaa.org
mailto:jsingle@schsl.org
mailto:hharmon@ahsaa.com
mailto:cdamon@fhsaa.org
mailto:que@nchsaa.org
mailto:que@nchsaa.org
mailto:tim.scott@ghsa.net
mailto:ebonine@lhsaa.org
mailto:rneaves@misshsaa.com


--





 

BCAT/NCAA June Scholastic Events 

1. The June 2025 BCAT JSE was held in Franklin June 20-21.  

2. We hosted 138 Tennessee HS Teams, with 1,785 Tennessee boys participating. 

3. We also hosted 18 Alabama HS Teams with 196 Alabama boys participating. 

4. Over two days we had 156 teams and 1,981 athletes participate. 

5. We played a total of 277 games over those two days.  

6. We had 102 college programs from all levels attend the camp to evaluate athletes. 

7. These events are unique in that they are designed to put the high school teams and coaches back into 

the recruiting spotlight, where it should be. 

8. These camps allow for players to play in a true basketball setting with their high school coaches and 

teammates, which was missing until their implementation in 2019. 

9. By allowing teams to play in the second JSE event period it actually helps families by being able to save 

travel and time by playing in state and with their teams. They will pay to go to a AAU tournament, 

recruiting service camp or pay trainers elsewhere if not offset by these camps, it is better to be with 

school coaches and teammates. 

10. These camps help keep our in state talent in Tennessee for their high school years. Since these events 

started in 2019, we have seen a large drop in the number of athletes leaving to go to out of state ‘prep 

schools’. 

11. With the emergence of the NCAA transfer portal, it is becoming more and more important to the high 

school athlete to have every opportunity to be scouted and evaluated by all levels of college coaches. 

Limiting their evaluation opportunities only hurts the athlete in the long run. 

12. The NCAA has limited the evaluation periods that college coaches can watch prospective players to 

these specific events this year: 

NBA G-League Elite Camp, date TBD (Not open to HS Athletes) 

NBA Draft Combine, (Not open to HS Athletes) 

May 15-17 NCAA Certified AAU style Events 

June 12-14 NCAA/NFHS JSE Certified High School Events 

June 26-28 NCAA/NFHS JSE Certified High School Events 

July 9-12 NCAA Certified AAU Style Events 

July 16-19 NCAA Certified AAU Style Events 
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