
Regular Board Meeting
March 11, 2024 6:00 PM
MCBOE

1. Agenda Julie Keny Cathey
2. Recognitions

1. Teachers of the Year Jacob Sorrells, Tammy Lewis, 
Beth Smith

2. Ben Franklin Jacob Sorrells, Brent Adcox
3. Wyatt Joyce Jacob Sorrells, Justin Perry

3. Public Comment

4. Committee Reports/Schedule Committee Meetings

5. Consent Agenda

1. Board Attorney

2. Interquest Detection Canines (renew agreement)

3. Minutes

6. Federal Budget Revisions Jacob Sorrells, Chris Lowe
1. ESSER 3.0 Revision #1 Jacob Sorrells, Chris Lowe
2. HQIM Literacy Implementation Grant Revision #2 Jacob Sorrells, Chris Lowe

7. Director's Evaluation

8. Forrest High School Paving Jacob Sorrells, Chris Lowe, 
Dwayne Robinson

9. New Business

10. Director's Report Jacob Sorrells
11. Adjourn Julie Keny Cathey
12. FYI

1. Approved Fundraisers

2. Free and Reduced

3. Monthly Financial Report

4. Travel Request

5. Use of Facility



 

            

Marshall County Board of Education 

Monitoring: 

Review: Annually, in 

September 

Descriptor Term: 

Agendas 

Descriptor Code: 

1.403 
Issued Date: 

11/09/20 

Rescinds: 

1.403 
Issued: 

11/10/11 

The Executive Committee of the Board shall be responsible for developing an agenda for each board 

meeting. Any board member may recommend items to be placed on the agenda for discussion. The 

particular order may vary from meeting to meeting in keeping with the business at hand. 

The agenda (which shall include the consent agenda), together with supporting materials, shall be given 

to board members at least one (1) day prior to the scheduled date of the meeting. The agenda shall be 

available for public inspection when it is distributed to the board members. At the beginning of each 

meeting the Board shall, by a majority vote, approve changes in the agenda for the meeting, which may 

involve the addition to or deletion of items previously included on the agenda. The Board, however, may 

not revise board policies or adopt new ones, unless such action has been scheduled. 

Staff members or citizens of the district may suggest items for the agenda by presenting proposed items 

to the director of schools or the chairman of the Board. 

For items to be considered on the agenda, they must be received in the director of schools’ office at least 

seven (7) business days prior to the scheduled date of the meeting. The person(s) requesting an item on 

the agenda shall forward any background information to the director of schools’ office so that the 

material will be included in the delivery to the board members prior to the meeting. 

The agenda for regular meetings shall ordinarily allow suitable time for the remarks of those members 

of the public who wish to speak. 

Citizens wishing to address the Board must follow guidelines set forth in policy Appeals to and 

Appearances Before the Board (1.404) 

CONSENT AGENDA 

While developing the agenda, the chair and director of schools shall identify routine or non-controversial 

items to be placed on the consent agenda, which shall become a part of the regular agenda. If any member 

objects to including an item on the consent agenda, that item shall be moved to the regular agenda as an 

action item requiring discussion. The remaining consent items may be adopted in a single vote without 

discussion. 

 

 



2024 Teachers of the Year

CHES:  Kendra Burkett

DHIS:  Angel Anderson (K-4), Chloe Bishop (5-8)

Forrest:  Karen Lemay (6-8), Andy Burkett (9-12)

CES:  Megan Smith (K-4), Ruth Hagood (5-8)

CVHS:  Wendy Ridley (5-8), Kathy Edwards (9-12)

OGES: Lana Whaley

MES:  Erin Bowden

WES:  Kim Higgs (K-4), Jason Donahue (5-8)

LMS:  Mike Barker

MCHS:  Travis Hillis

SLVC:  Jerry Hooper



The Marshall County School System is proud to announce the 2024 District Teachers of the 

Year:  Erin Bowden (grades K-4), Jason Donahue (grades 5-8), and Kathy Edwards (grades 9-

12).  Erin Bowden teaches third grade at Marshall Elementary School.  Jason Donahue teaches 

math at Westhills Elementary School, and Kathy Edwards teaches Algebra I, Algebra II, pre-

calculus, and calculus at Cornersville High School. 

 
The Marshall County School System is fortunate to have these exceptional teachers who create a positive 

and productive learning environment encouraging students to learn to the best of their ability.  We 

are grateful for the hard work, talent, and dedication of these teachers. 

 



 

            

Marshall County Board of Education 

Monitoring: 

Review: Annually, in 

September 

Descriptor Term: 

Appeals to and Appearances 

Before the Board 

Descriptor Code: 

1.404 
Issued Date: 

07/10/23 

Rescinds: 

1.404 
Issued: 

10/08/12 

APPEALS TO THE BOARD 1 

Any matter relating to the operation of the school system may be appealed to the Board. However, the 2 

Board desires that all matters be settled at the lowest level of responsibility and will not hear complaints 3 

or concerns which have not advanced through the proper administrative procedure from the point of 4 
origin. 5 

If all administrative channels have been pursued and there is still a desire to appeal to the Board, the 6 

matter shall be referred in writing and the Board shall determine whether to hear the appeal. 7 

APPEARING BEFORE THE BOARD 8 

The executive committee may place individuals on the agenda. Other individuals desiring to appear 9 
before the Board must submit a written request with descriptive materials to the office of the director of 10 
schools seven (7) business days before the meeting. If the request is approved by the Executive 11 

Committee, the item will be placed on the agenda. Individuals placed on the agenda will be recognized 12 
at the meeting and given three minutes to speak. The public may address the board about any concerns 13 

except personnel matters, which are the responsibility of the director of schools. 14 

The Board may, at its discretion, waive the seven day rule in case of a situation which makes such notice 15 

impractical or impossible. 16 

Delegations must select only one individual to speak on their behalf unless otherwise determined by the 17 

Board. 18 

Guidelines for individuals who address the Board: 19 

1. Those requesting to speak to the Board must have documented evidence that they have followed 20 
the chain of command in addressing this issue. 21 

2. Each person speaking shall state his/her name, address, and subject of remarks. 22 

3. Individuals speaking to the Board will address their remarks to the chair. 23 
4. Individuals may address the Board only on items that the Board can take action on. 24 

5. No response is necessary by the Board or any board member. 25 
6. If appropriate, the Board or the director of schools will respond at a later date. 26 
7. Time is not transferable to another individual. 27 
8. Name calling, personal attacks, profanity, threats, verbal abuse, or disruption of the orderly 28 

meeting process will result in the individual or group being asked to leave the meeting. 29 



Appeals to and Appearances Before the Board  1.404 

 

Page 2 of 2 

 

Individuals desiring additional information about any item on the agenda shall direct such inquiries to 1 

the office of the director of schools. 2 

Public Comment Period 2 3 

There shall be a public comment period for each meeting with actionable items on the agenda, with the 4 
exception of teacher disciplinary hearings.  Comments shall be limited to topics listed on the agenda.  5 
The total public comment period shall be for no more than ten (10) minutes.  If an individual wishes to 6 
address the Board during the public comment period, he/she must contact the director the Wednesday 7 

prior to the school board meeting.  If Wednesday is a holiday, then sign-ups will be Thursday prior to 8 
the meeting.  Each speaker shall be given no more than two (2) minutes.  Delegations shall select only 9 
one (1) individual to speak on their behalf unless otherwise determined by the Board. 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 

_____________________________  

Legal References: Cross References: 

1.  TCA 39-17-306 

2.   Public Acts of 2023, Chapter No. 300 

 

 

School Board Meetings 1.400 

Public Hearings 1.401 

Agendas 1.403 

Discrimination/Harassment of Employees 5.500 

Complaints and Grievances 5.501 

Student Discrimination, Harassment, Bullying, Cyber-

bullying, and Intimidation 6.304 

Student Concerns 6.305  

  

 



Committees for 2023-2024 
September 18, 2023 

 
Executive Committee 

Julie Keny Cathey, Chairman of the Board 
Jacob Sorrells, Director of Schools 

 
 
 
 
Policy       Budget/Education 
*Andy Woodard     * Kristen Gold 
   (The entire board will make up                                    (The entire board will make up 
     the policy committee)                  the budget/education committee) 
  
             
Curriculum/Instruction Acquisition/Maintenance/Transportation 
(Includes Technology & Attendance) *Harvey Jones 
*Julie Keny Cathey John Daniel Allen 
  Susan Hunter     Andy Woodard  
  Harvey Jones    
  Kristen Gold    
  Heidi McElhaney Safety Committee 
  William Bell      *John Daniel Allen & Julie Keny Cathey 
  Patty Hill (The entire board will make up 
     the safety committee) 
 
   
Five-Year Strategic Plan 
*Kristen Gold 
  (The entire board will make up 
   the five-year strategic plan committee) 
 
 
 
*Chairman of Committee 
 
 
 
 
Please note:  Any board member can attend any committee meeting that they are not a part of 
but cannot take part in the voting process in that committee meeting. 
 



 

            

Marshall County Board of Education 

Monitoring: 

Review: Annually, in 
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Descriptor Term: 

Agendas 

Descriptor Code: 

1.403 
Issued Date: 

11/09/20 

Rescinds: 

1.403 
Issued: 

11/10/11 

The Executive Committee of the Board shall be responsible for developing an agenda for each board 

meeting. Any board member may recommend items to be placed on the agenda for discussion. The 

particular order may vary from meeting to meeting in keeping with the business at hand. 

The agenda (which shall include the consent agenda), together with supporting materials, shall be given 

to board members at least one (1) day prior to the scheduled date of the meeting. The agenda shall be 

available for public inspection when it is distributed to the board members. At the beginning of each 

meeting the Board shall, by a majority vote, approve changes in the agenda for the meeting, which may 

involve the addition to or deletion of items previously included on the agenda. The Board, however, may 

not revise board policies or adopt new ones, unless such action has been scheduled. 

Staff members or citizens of the district may suggest items for the agenda by presenting proposed items 

to the director of schools or the chairman of the Board. 

For items to be considered on the agenda, they must be received in the director of schools’ office at least 

seven (7) business days prior to the scheduled date of the meeting. The person(s) requesting an item on 

the agenda shall forward any background information to the director of schools’ office so that the 

material will be included in the delivery to the board members prior to the meeting. 

The agenda for regular meetings shall ordinarily allow suitable time for the remarks of those members 

of the public who wish to speak. 

Citizens wishing to address the Board must follow guidelines set forth in policy Appeals to and 

Appearances Before the Board (1.404) 

CONSENT AGENDA 

While developing the agenda, the chair and director of schools shall identify routine or non-controversial 

items to be placed on the consent agenda, which shall become a part of the regular agenda. If any member 

objects to including an item on the consent agenda, that item shall be moved to the regular agenda as an 

action item requiring discussion. The remaining consent items may be adopted in a single vote without 

discussion. 

 

 



 

            

Marshall County Board of Education 

Monitoring: 

Review: Annually, in 

September 

Descriptor Term: 

School Attorney 

Descriptor Code: 

1.302 

Issued Date: 

11/08/07 

Rescinds: 

  
Issued: 

  

The Board shall employ an attorney to represent the Board in legal matters which arise concerning the 1 
school system.1 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 

_____________________________  

Legal References:  

1. TCA 49-2-203(b)(5)  

  

 



Interquest Detection Canines® 
(INTERQUEST) 

(Marshall County School, Tennessee) 
(The District) 

 
This shall serve as an agreement by and between Interquest Detection Canines® and the DISTRICT for 
substance awareness and detection services for the period of August 2024 through May 2025. 

 
It is understood that the DISTRICT has established and communicated a policy clearly defining contraband 
as all drugs of abuse (in the broadest terms), alcoholic beverages, firearms and ammunition, prescription 
and over-the-counter medication, and that this policy has been disseminated to all campus locations. 
Violations are considered inimical to the welfare of students and contrary to the DISTRICT’S desire to foster 
an atmosphere conducive to safety and education. 

 
INTERQUEST shall provide contraband inspection services utilizing non-aggressive contraband detection 
canines. Such inspections may be conducted on an unannounced basis under the auspices and direction of 
the DISTRICT administration with INTERQUEST acting as an agent of the DISTRICT while conducting such 
inspections. Communal areas, lockers, gym areas, parking lots (automobiles), grounds, and other select 
areas as directed by DISTRICT officials, shall be subject to inspection. Contraband detected on DISTRICT 
property is the responsibility of the DISTRICT. Suspected drugs of abuse may be field-tested to provide 
preliminary or presumptive identification of the drug. 

 
INTERQUEST agrees to provide 2 0 f u l l  day visits for the contract period (between August 2024 
through May 2025). The DISTRICT may increase the total number of visits by notifying INTERQUEST in 
writing. Each full day visit will be $500.00.  Multiple canine teams will be charged on a per team basis. DA 
required court testimony on behalf of the DISTRICT will be charged at the same rate. INTERQUEST will 
invoice for service on a monthly basis at the conclusion of the service month. The DISTRICT agrees to pay 
for services within thirty (30) days of receipt of such invoice. 

 
INTERQUEST will schedule DISTRICT visits in conjunction with days designated by the DISTRICT as 
appropriate for visits. The District will provide a school calendar with inappropriate dates for service noted. 
This calendar will serve as an addendum to the Agreement. All other dates will be considered acceptable for 
visits. DISTRICT will be responsible for payment for any visit made on any day other than those days noted 
as unacceptable on the attached school calendar. 

   
  Both parties shall indemnify and hold harmless each other against from any and all claims arising from    
  either’s actions or performance under the terms of this Agreement.  Each shall indemnify and hold harmless   
  the other against and from any and all claims arising from any acts, negligent or intentional, arising from the  
  performance of this Agreement or by any officer, agent, employee, guest, or invitee of either party, and from  
  all costs, attorneys’ fees and liabilities incurred in or about the defense of any claim or any action or   
  proceeding brought thereon. 

 
INTERQUEST is licensed and registered by the U.S. Department of Justice, Drug Enforcement 
Administration, Texas Department of Public Safety and the Texas Commission on Private Security, c-05527 
and other state regulatory agencies as required.. 

 
INTERQUEST DETECTION CANINES® FOR THE SCHOOL:  Marshall County School District 
 
 
______________________________           DATE:__________________ 
 
Rocky S. Montgomery 
President – Interquest Detection Canines of Tennessee 
 



 

 

February 12, 2024 

  

The Marshall County Board of Education met in regular session on Monday, February 12, 2024, 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Conference Room at Jones School. 

Members present were John Daniel Allen, William Bell, Julie Keny Cathey, Kristen Gold, Patty Hill, 
Susan Hunter and Harvey Jones.  Heidi McElhaney and Andy Woodard were absent.   

Pledge/Prayer 

Dr. Bell made a motion, with a second by Mr. Jones, to approve the agenda.  The motion passed 
7-0. 

Director Jacob Sorrells and MCHS Principal Justin Perry presented certificates to two students of 
Marshall County High School.  

Director Jacob Sorrells and Student Services Supervisor Ginger Tepedino presented certificates 
to the schools’ counselors in recognition of National School Counseling Week. 

There was no public comment. 

State Representative Todd Warner joined the meeting virtually to discuss upcoming legislation. 

Ms. Gold presented a Five-Year Strategic Plan committee report.  

Presented under Consent Agenda: January 8, 2024, minutes.  Mr. Jones made a motion, with a 
second by Ms. Hunter, to approve the consent agenda. The motion passed 7-0. 

The Board wants to obtain a new Director’s Evaluation Instrument for this year. 

Ms. Hill made a motion, with a second by Mr. Allen to approve the LMS Survey.  The motion 
passed 7-0. 

Ms. Hunter made a motion, with a second by Ms. Hill to approve the following resolutions:  
General Purpose Fund 141, Food Service 143 and to amend the Beginning Fund Balance.  The 
motion passed 7-0. 

Mr. Jones made a motion, with a second by Ms. Gold, to approve the Federal Budget IDEA-B 
24.01 Revision #3.  The motion passed 7-0. 

Ms. Gold made a motion, with a second by Mr. Allen, to approve the fence bid of Maury Fencing.  
The motion passed 7-0. 

There was no new business.  

 

 



 

 

During the Director’s Report, Mr. Sorrells thanked Ms. Cathey for serving as a Board of Director 
member for 2024.  He thanked her for the work she does for our school system as well as the 
State of TN.   

The meeting adjourned at 6:23 p.m.   

             
        Respectfully Submitted, 

  

        _________________________ 
Julie Keny Cathey, Chair 

 
        _________________________ 
        Jacob Sorrells, Director 
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